of the World Bank, designed and pilot-tested a new extension approach that would decentralize extension and make it more market-oriented (Singh and Meena, 2011) .
The move from a policy of food security to a strategy that focuses on agricultural diversification aimed at increasing farm income and rural employment carries with it implicit risks for the small-scale farm households that are expected to benefit from this approach
The major issues before Indian extension system are: how to improve the effectiveness of extension systems? How to serve the small land holders and marginal farmers in diversified farming systems, and proper allocation of funds, human resources and its management? Decentralizing a large, complex national extension system is not easy; however, the Government of India appears to be moving toward this long-term goal. Effective synergies need to be established with the ongoing agricultural interventions in the form of national missions for both sustainability and leveraging the limited resources available for extension. This will improve both allocative and operational efficiency of the extension system and the Department of Agriculture at the state level. Increasing the effectiveness of the extension system in meeting its objectives will require readdressing of the above policy and programmatic interventions. Finally, the financial dependence of the states on central government needs to be gradually reduced to enable the states, and ultimately the farmers, to take ownership of their reformed extension systems. (Babu et al. 2013) Public extension by itself can no longer respond to the multifarious demands of farming systems. There is need to re-evaluate the capacity of agricultural extension to effectively address the contemporary and future needs of the farming community.
Public funding for sustaining the vast extension infrastructure is also under considerable strain. Meanwhile in response to market demand, the existing public extension network is inexorably being complemented, supplemented and even replaced by private extension. As the nature and scope of agricultural extension undergoes fundamental changes, India looks for a whole new policy mix that nurtures the pluralistic extension system in India (Singh et al. 2013a ).
There are five major agricultural public sector extension systems devoted to extension Although ATMA model has been successful in addressing many of the extension problems and has shown exceptional impacts during the NATP phase but it seems to be going the T&V way. It is therefore, imperative that in the country like India, which has a vast territory and extremely diverse socio-economic and agro-climatic situations, ATMA model should be introduced and implemented with utter cautious. Different Despite some hiccups and the lower than expected support from the state government the model worked due to its innovative approach i.e. autonomy and fund flow mechanism, and was able to win back the confidence of all the stakeholders including farmers, towards the system which they had lost over the years due to the general apathy of the successive government towards this sector. If this pattern of funding is changed or the state' governments financial rule are applied the autonomy of ATMA would be compromised and then this would go the same way other similar projects have gone, downhill (Singh, 2007) . 
